
Mile-a-Minute vine is 
a non-native invasive 
plant that can reach 
over 20 feet long in one 
year adversely impact-
ing the ecosystem. A 
local resident spotted 
Mile-a-Minute (MAM) 
vine in the Town of 
LaGrange in mid-July, 
2007. The infestation 
covered about seven 
acres. If unchecked, it 
could have threatened 
the native vegetation 
downstream on the 
Fishkill Creek (a Hud-
son River estuary).

The LaGrange CAC worked with Fishkill Creek Watershed 
Committee and DEC to pull the vines by the roots and 
put them in large plastic bags to be burned at a later date. 
The activity was publicized in two local newspapers, one 
local TV station and Public Radio in Albany for public 
awareness and to solicit volunteers. The Town Recreation 
Department provided bathroom facilities, burning per-
mit, necessary equipment and volunteers. Several other 
organizations, including Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Master Gardeners, Nature Conservancy Summer Interns 
and many local citizens volunteered in this effort, despite 
the heat, tick infestation in the area, and summer vacation 
season. Forty-four volunteers spent more than 300 volun-
teer hours from July 17 to August 19 in this endeavor and 
pulled most of the MAM vines from the sparsely infested 
areas.

The CAC recommended NYSDEC approved herbicide 
application to eradicate MAM vines in densely infested 
areas where hand pulling was unsuccessful. The Council 
distributed literature to the Town's Highway and Recre-
ation Departments and the Town Hall for early detection 
and prevention. The Council also responded to calls from 
local residents reporting MAM vines on their property.

While the eradication of MAM vines in the densely infested 
areas remains to be acted upon, the project illustrates 
what Conservation Advisory Councils can do when con-
fronted with an unexpected environmental problem. It also 
demonstrates the successful collaboration of the media, 
NYSDEC, the Town and volunteer organizations and local 
individual volunteers in alleviating the MAM infestation 
without incurring any significant cost.

For further information contact Dr. Maung Htoo, CAC 
Chairman, at 10 Rabbit Trail Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 
12603, e-mail at mhtoo@verizon.net

The NYSACC Awards         
Every year NYSACC honors those CACs that have found 
creative ways to enhance the quality of their environment. 
Presenting these awards provides NYSACC with an op-
portunity to recognize the outstanding accomplishments 
of member organizations and to show the kinds of projects 
that improve environmental awareness and contribute to 
the quality of life in our communities. These projects can 
be replicated by contacting the chair of the CAC. 

Next year's award winning projects are happening right 
now. Don't forget to nominate your CAC when you do 
deserving work. An awards application is available at the 
NYSACC website www.nysaccny.org. Applications may be 
submitted any time during the year.
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Dann Lake Park is a 172-acre park containing a 22-acre lake, 
several ponds, wetlands and woods. It is a favorite fishing 
and hiking spot for residents. In August 2007, the Amherst 
Town Board approved the Comprehensive Master Plan for 
Dann Lake Park prepared by the Amherst Conservation 
Advisory Council (ACAC). This is a major milestone that 
is over 13 years in the making by the ACAC.

In the early 1990s a major housing development centered 
around the lake was proposed. The ACAC voiced strong 
concerns about this project in regards to potential impacts 
it would have on the lake, wetlands and floodway areas. 
Over the following years several versions of the project 
were proposed trying to address these concerns.

In the early 2000s the ACAC worked with the developer to 
have 172 acres donated to the Town, with the remaining 90 

acres being developed. 
In 2003 the property was 
donated to the Town, 
and Dann Lake Town 
Park was formed. An-
nual garbage clean-ups 
and tree planting proj-
ects with Boy and Girl 
Scouts have been coor-
dinated by the ACAC 
and a Comprehensive 
Master Plan has been 
developed. Currently 
the ACAC is working 
with the Town in getting 
a new parking lot con-
structed, and a handi-

capped accessible trail from the lot to the lake.

For further information contact Peter Warn, Amherst CAC, 
225 Lehn Springs Drive, Amherst, NY 14221, e-mail at 
Petewarn@aol.com
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Pete Warn of the Amherst CAC with 
his NYSACC award and NYSAEMC's 
Ramona Barton Award.

Dr. Maung Htoo, LaGrange CAC Chairman 
and NYSACC Director,  accepts the award 
from Joy Squires, NYSACC President.


